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Policy Development

From 

Nature Protection

to

Protection of the Environment

to

Sustainable Development



Planetary Boundaries- a safe operating space for humanity

F. Pharand-Deschênes/Globaïa

4 out of 9 crossed:

• climate change
• loss of biosphere integrity
• land-system change
• altered biogeochemical 

cycles



Potential of resource efficiency

Protecting  resources

Tackling climate change 

Reducing  our environmental footprint

cutting  the use of natural resources up to 28%

cutting GHG emissions by around 74%

increasing economic activity by 1%

…while… 



What are the limitations 
of a Linear Economy?

• lost value of materials and products

• scarcity of resources

• volatile prices of resources

• waste generated

• unstable supply of raw materials 

• environmental degradation & climate change
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EU imports more materials and 
natural resources than it exports

European Union (EU-28) Rest of the world (ROW)

Total trade
EU-28 to ROW

In 2004: 455 million tonnes
In 2014: 640 million tonnes

Total trade
ROW to EU-28

In 2004: 1664 million tonnes
In 2014: 1534 million tonnes

159

237

434

181

195

1300

Biomass
Manufactures
Fuel/mining products

EU-28 exports (2014)

EU-28 imports (2014)
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Therefore from a Linear Economy…

DISPOSEMAKETAKENATURAL 
RESOURCES

WASTE
WASTE
WASTE
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To a Circular Economy

Energy Union 
and Climate 

Jobs, 
Growth 

and 
Investment 

Democratic 
Change, 
Better 

Regulation 

CIRCULAR 
ECONOMY





TRANSITION 
TOWARDS A 
CIRCULAR 
ECONOMY

Maintaining 
value

Reducing waste

Boosting 
competitiveness

Bringing 
economic, 
social and 

environmental 
gains



Our vision



Modernising Europe's 
Economy



The CEAP in a nutshell



Circular Economy Action Plan

Actions delivered

Work started

> 85%

54 actions covering the 
whole cycle



4 key areas of Action 



Eco-design Working Plan 2016-2019

Embed circularity in the design of new products and the materials they are 
made of 

Deal with current and future materials which are not circular

Ecodesign Working Plan 2016-2019

• Durability

• Reparability

• Recyclability



BREFs & Circular Economy

• BAT Conclusions for:

o non-ferrous metals 
o Common Waste Water and waste Gas Treatment / Management 

Systems in the Chemical Sector 
o Intensive Rearing of Poultry and Pigs
o Large Volume Organic Chemicals
o Large Combustion Plants

• Implementing Decision establishing  BAT Conclusions for Waste Treatment voted 
April 2018

Upcoming: key environmental issues to be addressed in other BREFs



4 key areas of Action 



Empowering consumers to make thoughtful choices

Helping public authorities to choose 
sustainable products and services 



Product Environmental Footprint

20+ pilots

Final Conference organised on 23-25 April 2018 

Empowering consumers



Status & next steps



New Deal for Consumers

Stronger enforcement and better opportunities for individual redress against unfair 
commercial practices 

Deterring misleading environmental claims or planned obsolescence practices

Proposed 11 April 2018

Objective:
To ensure that all European 
consumers fully benefit from 
their rights under Union law

Complementing the EU Circular Economy Action Plan

Protecting consumers



4 key areas of Action 



The new rules will make the EU a global leader in 
recycling:

• By 2030, at least 70 % of all packaging waste in 
each EU country should be recycled

• By 2035, all EU countries should recycle at least 65 
% and landfill less than 10 % of municipal waste

There are also recycling targets for specific packaging 
materials:
• Paper and cardboard: 85 %
• Ferrous metals: 80 %
• Aluminium: 60 %
• Glass: 75 %
• Plastic: 55 %
• Wood: 30 %



• Forward-looking calculation rules

• Landfilling restrictions for separately collected and recyclable waste

• Measures on prevention & encouraging the reuse of packaging

• Minimum requirements for producer responsibility schemes: 
producers to bear the cost of waste management

• Continuously improving separate collection

A comprehensive approach



4 key areas of Action 



• Quality standard for secondary raw materials (ie plastics)-
ongoing 

• Revised fertilisers regulation- undergoing the legislative 
process

• Proposal to set minimum quality requirements for reused water for 
irrigation- up-coming 

• Removing existing barriers to the trade of SRM

• Improving waste management practices

• Guaranteeing high quality standards



Analysis interface between Chemicals, Products and Waste 
legislation

Uncertainties about 
how materials cease to 
be waste

Presence of substances 
of concern

Insufficient information

Difficulties in application of 
waste classification rules-
impact on recycling

Obstacles Examples of proposed actions 

Study on Member 
States' implementation 
of end-of-waste provisions

Consider REACH restrictions 

Take steps to develop a 
specific decision-making 
framework

Publish guidance on 
waste classification

Adopted January 2018



5 Key sectors



Plastics Strategy

All plastic packaging will be reusable or recyclable 
(by 2030)

Boost the market for recycled plastics

Actions on single-use plastics and microplastics

Strategic Research Innovation Agenda for Plastics 
(2018) 

Support to multilateral initiatives on plastics



EU-wise pledging campaign

Plastics Strategy

Objective: by 2025 10 million tonnes of recycled plastics 
find their way into new products

Deadline for submissions is 30 June 2018 

Submit ambitious pledges at 
GROW-ENV-RPLASTICS-PLEDGE@ec.europa.eu

Industry has a crucial role to play! 



Action on single-use plastics and fishing gear

28/05
Proposal for a 
Directive

Different measures for each item 
taking into account:
- consumer behaviour/needs
- opportunities for businesses



Other key sectors





Innovation and 
investments



Financing the circular transition 

• Horizon 2020 (2018-2020) Focus area 
"Connecting economic and environmental gains - the 
Circular Economy": € 941 million

• European Structural and Investment Funds, 
implementing Cohesion Policy

• European Fund for Strategic Investments 
(EFSI), focusing more on investments to meet the 
Paris Agreement targets and help the transition to a 
circular and low carbon economy

• LIFE programme
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Action Plan on “Financing sustainable growth"

• Establish an EU classification 
system for sustainable activities

• Create standards and labels for 
green financial products

• Foster investment in sustainable 
projects

• Incorporate sustainability in 
providing investment advice

• Develop sustainability (low-
carbon) benchmarks

• Better integrate sustainability in 
ratings and market research

• Clarify institutional investors' and 
asset managers' duties

• Incorporate sustainability in 
prudential requirements

• Strengthen sustainability 
disclosure and accounting rule-
making

• Foster sustainable corporate 
governance and attenuate short-
termism in capital markets

• Reorient capital flows towards a more sustainable 
economy

• Mainstream sustainability in risk management
• Foster transparency and long-termism

Actions



Circular Economy Monitoring Framework

Measuring progress at EU and national level in the transition to a circular economy

Monitoring



More to come in 2018 and beyond

• Options for a more coherent Product Policy Framework

• Follow up to the Product/Organisational Environmental Footprint
(PEF/OEF)

• ETV: Staff Working Document with conclusions by end 2018



A long term commitment

 Circular Economy 2.0



Link to website: http://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/

Submit your own good practices, knowledge, 
strategies and voluntary commitments! 

• Advancing the circular economy concept on the ground
• Strengthening cooperation among stakeholders' networks 

Coordination Group: 
representatives of networks of businesses, civil society and 

local, regional and national public authorities

Stakeholders' engagement

http://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/


Learn more about the circular 
economy

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-
economy/index_en.htm 


